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on or over hilltops, when blue sky covers the plains.
This, of course, is due to the horizontal currents of the
air being deflected upwards, and, if sufficient vapour is
present, cloud is formed by condensation. The most
interesting thing about these clouds is that they remain
stationary as a whole, though their outlines and con-
stituent particles are in constant motion. Their prog-
nostic value has been already explained in a previous
chapter.

LOCAL EAIN.

We shall now explain a few of the principal causes
which affect the quantity of rainfall. One of the com-
monest and most obvious is that, when the wind which
blows over water first meets the land, rain will be pre-
cipitated. For instance, iu England, with a cyclone of
moderate intensity and a westerly wind, rain will only
fall on the western coasts and on the high ground inland.
With an east wind, on the contrary, the fall will be
confined to the most exposed portions of the east coast,
and in a less degree to high inland stations. A similar
efiect is found all over the world. For instance, in
Ceylon the rainy seasons on the two sides of the island
are in different months, which depend on the time when
each coast is exposed to the prevailing monsoon. The
south-west monsoon brings rain to the exposed west side
of the island, and the dry season to the east coast, which
is then a lee shore. The north-east monsoon, on the
contrary, first strikes the east coast, and develops abundant
rainfall there; while the west coast then enjoys its dry